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Guidelines for In-Person Worship 

We have now resumed worship in the Sanctuary. To ensure the safety of 

those in attendance, these guidelines must be followed. All who are willing

and able to comply are welcome to join us in worship. 

1. Masks are mandatory. If you do not have one, one will be provided as 

you enter. Masks are to be worn at all times. Those who do not wish to wear 

masks can continue to watch our services on Facebook Live or YouTube. 

Hand sanitizer and disinfecting wipes will be available in the Narthex. 

2. If you are experiencing any symptoms (fever, headache, flu-like symptoms)

or have an existing health condition that makes you more susceptible to illness, 

please stay home and enjoy our services online. 

3. Seating is limited. Ushers will assist with assigning seats. Those who

arrive together may sit together; a six-foot distance is required between groups 

of people and/or individuals. Reservations are not required, but when full

capacity is reached the church will be closed. Please arrive in plenty of time; 

the service will begin promptly at 10:45am. Attendance will be taken to allow

for contact tracing. 

4. There will be no socializing inside the church; conversations should be 

held outside, appropriately distanced, and with masks in place. 

5. Only one person may use the restrooms at a time; those using the

facilities must clean all surfaces after using. 

6. The Parlor, Kitchenette, and Fellowship Hall are not to be used. The

water fountain will be turned off. Please do not bring food or beverages 

into the church. 

7. Your offering may be placed in the collection box provided on the 

table in the Narthex, either before or after the service. 

8. At the conclusion of the service, the Pastor will exit first; ushers will 

dismiss the congregation by row, beginning at the back of the Sanctuary. 

Do not congregate inside the church. 

9. Anyone who has tested positive for the virus must have a negative test 

result before returning to the church campus. 

10. Instructions for taking Communion will be provided later. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Rev. Ed or one of

the Elders. Our desire is to gather together as safely as possible. 

Please be in prayer as we continue to seek God’s will for St. Andrew. 



Do you know that St. Andrew Presbyterian
Church has livestreaming of the Sunday
morning worship service every Sunday? 
Have you seen it?  Would you like to? 
This is a simple way for anyone to participate in the SAPC Sunday 
morning service from anywhere!  You can even watch it at any time you 
want.  Of course, we would rather see you face to face, but for those 
that cannot make it in person, this is a good option to participate in 
worship with your church.  This is a free service that can be viewed on 
either Facebook or YouTube.  You do not need to have an account to 
view the service and it can be viewed on just about any device.  Both 
links can be found on the church website 
https://www.standrewpc.com or on our Facebook page or YouTube 
channel.  If you need help with a device or accessing this service please 
contact Jim Elder at jbelder@hotmail.com , (706)829-1245 or call the 
church office.  
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We know that it is highly unlikely that Jesus was actually born in 

December, with spring being a more probable time frame. Nonetheless, it 

seems fitting that we celebrate Christmas in the dead of winter. The date 

falls very close to the winter solstice, the day with the least amount of light 

and the greatest amount of darkness. 

This year the darkness has not waited until winter, but has seemingly 

surrounded us regardless of what season it is. The pandemic rages 

unabated, and economic upheaval and massive unemployment grip the 

country. The number of major natural disasters we’ve seen is staggering, 

leaving devastating destruction in their wake. Meanwhile, racial strife and 

long-standing injustice have taken center stage, and protests and riots are a 

daily occurrence in many communities. On top of all this we have endured 

(and are still enduring) the most divisive and bitter presidential election in 

our lifetime, and no matter what the final outcome, it appears that deep 

bitterness and partisan rancor will poison our political world for a long 

time to come. 

Ever since Adam and Eve rebelled against God, all of human existence 

has been carried out under the oppression of darkness, with both humanity 

and the earth itself displaying ample evidence of the brokenness and evil 

that are the natural result of sin. But the really good news is that God did 

not abandon his creation to its fallen state, but in Jesus Christ he humbled 

himself and took human form, offering himself as a blood sacrifice that all 

might be put right again. John reminds us that Jesus is the light of the 

world who has overcome all darkness, and our Lord gives that light, which 

is the light of eternal life, to all who trust in him. And this is not merely for 

our own sake, but that we might in turn shine that light into all the dark 

places of the world. 

Rejoice in that light, share that light, be that light, knowing that even 

though darkness appears to have the upper hand for now, the full dawn of 

God’s glory is near, and will prevail against all darkness.

Merry Christmas,

Rev. Ed

“In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it.” 

(John 1:4-5)

Dec 1 Ezekiel 32‐33, Psalm 121, 1 Timothy 1‐3

Dec 2 Ezekiel 34‐35, Psalm 122, 1 Timothy 4‐6

Dec 3 Ezekiel 36‐37, Psalm 123, 2 Timothy 1‐2

Dec 4 Ezekiel 38‐39, Psalm 124, 2 Timothy 3‐4

Dec 5 Ezekiel 40‐41, Psalm 125, Titus 1‐3

Dec 6 Ezekiel 42‐44, Psalm 126, Philemon

Dec 7 Ezekiel 45‐46, Psalm 127, Hebrews 1‐3

Dec 8 Ezekiel 47‐48, Psalm 128, Hebrews 4‐6

Dec 9 Dan 1, Psalm 129, Hebrews 7‐8

Dec 10 Dan 2‐3, Psalm 130, Hebrews 9

Dec 11 Dan 4‐5, Psalm 131, Hebrews 10

Dec 12 Dan 6‐7, Psalm 132, Hebrews 11

Dec 13 Dan 8‐9, Psalm 133, Hebrews 12‐13

Dec 14 Dan 10‐12, Psalm 134, James 1‐2

Dec 15 Hos 1, Psalm 135, James 3‐5

Dec 16 Hos 2‐5, Psalm 136, 1 Peter 1‐2

Dec 17 Hos 6‐9, Psalm 137, 1 Peter 3‐5

Dec 18 Hos 10‐14, Psalm 138, 2 Peter 1‐3

Dec 19 Joel 1‐3, Psalm 139, 1 John 1‐2

Dec 20 Amos 1‐5, Psalm 140, 1 John 3‐5

Dec 21 Amos 6‐9, Psalm 141, 2 John, 3 John, Jude

Dec 22 Obadiah, Jonah 1‐4, Psalm 142, Revelation 1

Dec 23 Micah 1‐3, Psalm 143, Revelation 2‐3

Dec 24 Mic ah 4‐7, Psalm 144, Revelation 4‐6

Dec 25 Nah 1‐3, Psalm 145:1‐13, Revelation 7‐9

Dec 26 Habakkuk 1‐3, Psalm 145:14‐21, Revelation 10‐12

Dec 27 Zephaniah 1‐3, Hag 1‐2, Psalm 146, Revelation 13‐15

Dec 28 Zechariah 1‐5, Psalm 147, Revelation 16‐17

Dec 29 Zechariah 6‐9, Psalm 148, Revelation 18‐19

Dec 30 Zechariah 10‐14, Psalm 149, Revelation 20‐21

Dec 31 Malachi 1‐4, Psalm 150, Revelation 22

Bible in a Year 
Readings



GAP Ministries Christmas 
Groceries

Food Drive to be held 12/12/2020 from 
noon to 3 PM

St. Andrew will be hosting a food drive for GAP 
Ministries on Saturday, December 12, 2020 
from noon until 3 PM at the entrance to the 
Fellowship Hall.  During this drive we will be 
collecting items that will be given to clients on 
December 17, 2020 for a holiday meal.  

St. Andrew has been asked to provide 120 - 16 
oz. bottles of cooking oil.  That is a tall order 
for our small congregation, but I believe we are 
up to the challenge.   If we do not reach the 
120-mark, GAP will have to shop for the rest.  
Other items that will be in the Christmas bags 
distributed have been assigned and will be 
donated from other partner churches.  

Let’s help to bring joy into the lives of those in 
need through our faith, as Jesus fed the 
multitudes with five loaves of bread and two 
fish.

Christmas Poinsettia Orders

Orders are now being taken for Memorial  poinsettias 

to be placed in the Sanctuary for Christmas.  Plants 

are $13 each with a December 7th  order deadline.  

You’ll find an order form included with this newsletter 

as well as on the table in the Narthex.

Christmas Eve Plans

We are still finalizing arrangements for our Christmas Eve service, 

keeping a close watch on the spread of the COVID-19 virus. If we 

hold an in-person service, reservations would be required due to 

distancing standards. It is possible that our service might be virtual 

this year, and available only through our Facebook and YouTube 

settings. We will keep you informed as the time draws closer. 

Online Bible Study

We have begun an online Bible study that meets on Thursday 

evenings. Our initial starting time was 6 pm, but this is now moved 

back to 6:30 pm to better accommodate everyone’s schedule. We 

are using the Zoom video platform, but if your computer is not video-

capable, you can still join by phone. If you are not sure how to 

access Zoom and would like assistance, please let us know. During 

December we will be exploring different aspects of the Christmas 

story that won’t be covered during the Sunday morning services; we 

hope to “see” you on Thursdays!



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

10:00  am Prayer Gathering

3

6:30 pm Online Bible Study

4 5

6

10:45am Morning Worship 

with Communion

7 8 9

10:00  am Prayer Gathering

10

6:30 pm Online Bible Study

11 12

GAP Food Collection

Fellowship Hall

12 noon – 3pm

13

10:45am Morning Worship

14

5pm Fellowship Hall in use

15 16

10:00  am Prayer Gathering

17

6:30 pm Online Bible Study

18 19

20

10:45am Morning Worship

21 22 23

10:00  am Prayer Gathering

24

Christmas Eve Service 

5:00 pm

25 26

27

10:45am Morning Worship

28 29 30 31

6:30 pm

Saint Andrew Presbyterian Church Calendar
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MEMORIAL GIFTS

Saint Andrew offers two ways to make memorial gifts during the Christmas Season. You may either 

purchase a poinsettia for the Sanctuary, or make a donation to a particular ministry. (Those who purchase 

poinsettias are asked to take them home following the morning service, January 3, 2021.)  The deadline for 

ordering poinsettias is Monday, December 7th; for other donations, the deadline is Friday, December 11th. All 

Memorial Gifts will be listed in a special insert. Please indicate on your check which type of gift you wish to 

make. 

I. I wish to order ___________ poinsettias @ $13.00/each; total: _______________.

Given:   ______ to the Glory of God

______ in loving memory of _________________________________________________

______ in honor of _________________________________________________________

II. I wish to make a donation of _____________ to the following ministry:

________________________________________________________________________________

___ to the Glory of God

___in loving memory of ____________________________________________________________

___ in honor of ___________________________________________________________________

Donor name: _______________________________ or _____ Anonymous


