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OPENING WORDS 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                         from Isaiah 9 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light, 

On those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, a light has 

dawned. 

For you, O Lord, have shattered the yoke that burdens them, 

breaking the rod of their oppressor. 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.   

OPENING PRAYER 

O God of all mercy, let your Holy Spirit rest upon us as we bring 

before you our sadness and our emptiness at this season of the 

year. Grant that by your grace we might have peace for what is 

past, strength for what we must bear now, and hope for whatever 

lies ahead. By our compassion and love for one another, let us 

faithfully witness to your everlasting love for us, through our union 

with Jesus Christ who is Emmanuel, God with Us, the One who 

has redeemed all our sin and all our suffering.  Amen.  

 

 

 

 



HYMN #77              Be Still My Soul 

Be still, my soul; the Lord is on thy side; 

Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 

Leave to thy God to order and provide; 

In every change He faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul! thy best, thy heavenly, Friend 

Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

Be still, my soul; thy God doth undertake 

To guide the future as He has the past. 

Thy hope, thy confidence, let nothing shake; 

All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 

Be still, my soul! the waves and winds still now 

His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below. 

Be still, my soul; the hour is hastening on 

When we shall be forever with the Lord, 

When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 

Sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored. 

Be still, my soul! when change and tears are past, 

All safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 

 

RESPONSIVE READING            from Job 29 & 30 

O how I long for the months gone by, for the days when God 

watched over me, 

When his lamp shone upon my head and by his light I walked in 

the darkness. 

O for the days when God’s intimate friendship blessed my house,  

When the Almighty was still with me. 

But now night pierces my bones; my gnawing pains never rest. 

God throws me into the mud, and I am reduced to dust and ashes. 



I cry out to you, O God, but you do not answer; I stand up, but you 

just look at me. 

You turn on me ruthlessly; you snatch me up and drive me before 

the wind. 

Have I not wept for those in trouble? Has not my soul grieved for 

the poor? 

Yet when I hoped for good, evil came; when I looked for light, 

then came darkness. 

The churning inside me never stops; days of suffering confront me; 

I stand in the assembly and cry for help. 

I have become the brother of jackals, and a companion of owls; 

My harp is tuned to mourning, and my flute to the sound of 

wailing. 

 

REFLECTION  

Luke 2:22-35 (p. 857)                                           Rev. Ed Rees 

 

*HYMN #169       O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 



Oh, come, Thou Wisdom from on high,  

And order all things, far and nigh;  

To us the path of knowledge show,  

And cause us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all man-kind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of peace.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE 

Let us offer to the Lord prayers for others and for ourselves, 

trusting in the mercy and goodness of our God: 

For those whose hearts are weighed down with grief at this season 

of the year, 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

For those whose loved ones have passed on beyond this present 

world, 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

  For those who are separated from family and friends, especially. 

  members of the armed services,     

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

For those conversations left unfinished and issues still unresolved 

that have stolen our joy, 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

For broken relationships in need of healing and reconciliation, 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 



For those who have been stricken by illness and disease, 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

For those enduring the twilight of dementia, 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

For those who serve as caregivers and companions, 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the poor and neglected, 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

For those who suffer under injustice and prejudice, 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

For all who do not yet know of God’s grace and mercy through 

Jesus Christ our Savior, 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

For all the things we hold deep in our hearts, 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

(Moment for silent prayer) 

To you alone, O Lord, we make our prayer, in the name of Jesus 

Christ, who taught us that when we pray we should say: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever,  

  Amen. 

 

 

 



CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

(We share at the Lord’s Table by intinction – dipping the bread in 

the cup. Please come forward to participate.  If you wish to be 

served where you are seated, please inform one of the Elders. 

Gluten- free bread is arranged in the center of the plate. All baptized 

persons who seek to be faithful followers of Jesus Christ are 

welcome to partake.) 

 

LIGHTING OF CANDLES 

(You are invited to come forward and light a candle of 

remembrance; you are also welcome to kneel or stand at the rail in 

silent meditation and prayer.) 

 

*HYMN#178            O Little Town of Bethlehem  

O little town of Bethlehem 

How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

The everlasting Light: 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee tonight. 

 

For Christ is born of Mary, 

And gathered all above, 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 

Their watch of wondering love. 

O morning stars, together 

Proclaim the holy birth! 

And praises sing to God the King, 

And Peace to men on earth. 



 

How silently, how silently, 

The wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

The blessings of His heaven. 

No ear may hear His coming, 

But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive him still, 

The dear Christ enters in. 

 

O holy Child of Bethlehem! 

Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin and enter in, 

Be born to us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

Our Lord Emmanuel! 

 

 

*BENEDICTION 

                                 

                                 

 

 

 

 


